
Understanding and Applying Sociology Skills

Year 9

Year 11

Knowing sociological language

Using sociological language

Explaining sociological concepts

Applying relevant examples

Understanding sociological theories

Evaluating sociological theories

Making relevant conclusions

SOCIOLOGY LEARNING JOURNEY

What is 
sociology?

Social 
processes

Culture and 
socialisation

Functionalism 
& Durkheim

Feminism

What is a 
family?

Nuclear 
families

Functionalism 
and families

Marxism and 
families

Examinations and Sixth form days

11
YEAR

10
YEAR

Final 
GCSE 
exams

Revision

Social 
structures

Social 
issues

Marxism & 
Karl Marx

Interactionism

New Right

Family diversity

Alternatives to 
the family

Reasons for 
family diversity

Global Family 
diversity

Feminism and 
families

Segregated 
conjugal roles

Joint conjugal 
roles

Symmetrical 
families

Types of 
schools

Alternative 
education

State vs private 
schooling

Functionalist 
view of 

education

Marxist view of 
education

Educational 
achievement

Social class 
differences -

internal

Social class 
differences -

external

Feminist view 
of education

Gender 
differences 

external

Gender 
differences 

internal

Gender 
differences & 
subject choice

Ethnic 
differences -

external

Ethnic 
differences -

internal

Different 
methods

Ethical 
limitations

Theoretical 
limitations

Sampling

Observations

Case studies

Experiments

Longitudinal 
studies

Secondary 
sources

Official 
statistics

Functionalist 
views of 

stratification

Social 
class

Marxist view of 
stratification 

Weberian view 
of class

Life 
chances

Affluent 
worker thesis

Social 
mobility

Absolute 
poverty

Relative 
poverty Underclass

Globalisation

Welfare 
state

Power & 
authority

Political 
power

Patriarchy

What is 
crime & 

deviance?

Social 
construction 

of crime

Victim 
surveys and 
self report 

studies Functionalist 
view of 
crime

Working 
class crime

Who 
commits 
crime –

social class

Marxist view 
of crime

Ethnicity 
and crime

Gender and 
crime

Feminist 
view of 
crime

Informal 
social 

control

Formal 
social 

control

Flashcards, mind-maps, memory games, essay plans, practice 
papers, mark schemes & examiner reports

Interviews

Divorce

Changing 
relationships 

within the 
family

Criticisms of 
the family

Crime 
statistics

Age and 
Crime

Debates 
around 
crime

What is 
stratification?

Power 
Relationships

Interactionist 
view of crime 

White collar 
crime

Processes 
within schools


