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GCSE Art and Design

Fine Art – Miss Warburton 
awarburton@fortpitt.medway.sch.uk

Graphic Communication – Mrs Bambling
sbambling@fortpitt.medway.sch.uk

Textile Design – Mrs Huxen
shuxen@fortpitt.medway.sch.uk



Exam board

AQA GCSE Art and Design

https://www.aqa.org.uk/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206

Fine Art 
(8202)

Graphic Communication
(8203)

Textile Design
(8204)

https://www.aqa.org.uk/


Exam board

Course structure 

Component 1: Coursework Portfolio - 60%
(completed from start of Key Stage 4 until January of Year 11)

- Component 2: Externally Set Assignment - 40%
(paper given to students in January of Year 11 to be completed in a 10-hour exam 

in April/May of Year 11)

AQA GCSE Art and Design



Key Exam Information

GCSE Art and Design 10-hour controlled assessment:

 
 (Fine Art, Graphic Communication and Textile Design)

Date to be confirmed



Revision resources

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms

https://www.moma.org/collection/terms/

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/learning/teachers-and-schools
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/student-resource

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms


Art and Design specific revision and exam technique

All specialisms assess students using the same skills-based 
objectives:

Assessment Objective 1: Develop

Assessment Objective 2: Experiment

Assessment Objective 3: Record

Assessment Objective 4: Realise



Art and Design specific revision and exam technique

Assessment Objective 1: Develop

• Develop your use of key subject terminology in critical analysis of artists’ work.  
Try discussing ideas with someone else first to build your confidence with 
keywords and ideas, try reading articles or researching chosen artists before 
writing an analysis.

• Make links between your practical work and the work of artists studied – either 
through technique, use of materials, subject, theme, etc. 



Art and Design specific revision and exam technique

Assessment Objective 2: Experiment

• Take risks. Try out new techniques, processes and materials, inspired by artists 
you’ve explored. Try something new, get out of your comfort zone. 

• Refine and improve the way you use different processes or techniques, try to 
demonstrate a visible improvement over time.



Art and Design specific revision and exam technique

Assessment Objective 3: Record

• Observation drawing is essential to all the Art and Design subjects. 

• All kinds of visual recording are important – collage, photoshoots, 
diagrams, sketches – try to demonstrate ideas visually, using a range of 
different techniques to record everything that has informed your work.

• Annotation, labels and notes should explain and reflect on everything. 
You need to document your train of thought.



Art and Design specific revision and exam technique

Assessment Objective 4: Realise

• Assessed by their final piece, produced in 10hr exam controlled 
conditions.

• The success of their final piece depends on the quality of their 
preparation – trial runs, tests, improvements, etc., all documented in 
their book and reflected upon to ensure the greatest success of their 
final piece in the timed exam. 



As a parent/carer how can I help?

• Positive routines

• Talk to them about their work

• Check their sketchbook

• Communication



Top tips for students

• Time Management

• Routines

• Quality not quantity

• Assessment Feedback

• Support

• Communication
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